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Ernie Cabral, Member (Action! Magazine)

Connie Cabral, Member (Action! Magazine)

"We have come close to destroying the natural habitats of many animals. The number of
endangered species is growing rapidly and consistently. Only through education, time and love will
we be able to save our wildlife. Being concerned is not enough; we must actively pursue answers to

the problems that face our natural environment."

- Jonathan Kraft
Founder & Director, Keepers of the Wild

2



Grand Canyon Caverns

/ =

KEEPERS OF THE
WILD
S —

milemarker 87

Truxton

]

To Las Vegas

Yalentine

Hadkberry

Kingran

To Flagstaff ‘



In 1995 Keepers of the Wild (KOTW) was established as a 501(c)(3) animal sanctuary
and is located in Mohave County, Arizona. Over the years, the Arizona Game and Fish
Department, the Sheriff's office, and private individuals have approached KOTW for
assistance with rehabilitating or giving a permanent home to both exotic and indigenous
animals. Fully licensed by the United States Dept. of Agriculture (U.S.D.A.), the United
States Dept. of the Interior (U.S.D.l.), the Department of Wildlife, and Arizona Game &
Fish, commendations and awards have been received from the Nevada Wildlife
Federation, Inc., the S.P.C.A., and the Humane Society, to name a few. Smithsonian
Magazine, National Geographic, Discovery Channel, and the Chronicle of Philanthropy
have featured the sanctuary.

In 2006, Keepers of the Wild took advantage
of the opportunity to purchase 175-acres in
Valentine, AZ.

Moving from a 35-acre facility, this
opportunity has provided the animals and
birds far more room and a more “natural”
habitat. Throughout 2006 and the first
months of 2007 existing buildings were
renovated to provide for office space & a
food-prep kitchen. Chain link fencing was
erected, trails were graded and vegetation

was planted. A small reception area and gift

shop were also built.

Finally, in April of 2007, KOTW reopened to the public in its new location.

All animals are housed in large accommodations, with habitats ranging from 30,000
square feet to four acres in size. The habitats resemble, as closely as possible, the

natural environments of the assortment of creatures in the sanctuary.
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"Keepers of the Wild” has always been dedicated to the dignified rescue of exotic

animals. Internationally recognized, it is our goal to build a facility that will be the

5 Q.”' 2,
:m

»,.

standard for all future animal
parks - with educational and

A research facilities that span all
™. A ages; and diverse programs that

Py i offer our visitors artistic and

W)

‘ , cultural experiences indicative of
" the countries that our animals
come from. We will keep to the
high "no breeding"” standards that
we started with and strive to
make the public aware of the
challenges faced by some of the
world's most exotic and beautiful
animals.”
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1) Set new standards for the ethical treatment
of exotic and wild animals and birds,
2) Educate the public about exotic and wild

animals and birds, and

3) Advocate for the protection from illegal

breeding and pet trade that perpetuates a

cycle of exploitation of these animals.
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“Keepers of the Wild” collaborates with several public schools and children’s
organizations within Mohave County to provide educational tours. In 2008, twenty-two
(22) “field trips” were provided — serving over 1,000 children and adults. In addition,
tours and seminars are conducted for a variety of groups, clubs and the general public.
Over 11,000 people toured the sanctuary. Our educational tours/seminars are designed
to enhance an individual’'s knowledge regarding the animal’s native habitat, habits and
needs, including why these animals do not make good pets.

www.keepersofthewild.org provides an online “learning center” with information about
environmental issues, and how these issues affect animals. Other titled features
include:

» Do animals have emotions?
Do you really want to own an exotic animal?
Through the eyes of a tiger.
About wolf hybrids.
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Endangered!

» Fox rehabilitation.
We reach millions of people annually through the Internet and other media about the
work being done at our sanctuary.

KOTW works closely with the Arizona Game and Fish Department, the Dept. of Wildlife,
and the Sheriff’s office to evaluate, quarantine and if needed, house animals that are
found and confiscated. Through all of these efforts and education, KOTW encourages

all visitors to help stop illegal breeding, trade and exploitation of animals.
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Infrastructure building continued, including enlarging and improving habitats. Trails

were graded and expanded.

A Swainson’s hawk, rescued in June 2008, is on the road to a complete recovery. The
hawk had a small hole from either a BB gun or a 22-gauge rifle in his wing. He has
been rehabilitating for the past six months at Keepers of the Wild. The sanctuary staff
has collaborated with Arizona Game and Fish on this project and it is expected the

hawk will be released in spring 2009.

Although pelicans are not indigenous to Arizona, after a major storm, one was found
wandering on the side of Interstate 40 near Seligman, AZ. The Department of Public
Safety (DPS) had Keepers of the Wild called. A friend and supporter drove to the area
of I-40 where DPS was watching the bird, picked it up and brought it to the sanctuary.
After one week of rehabilitation, arrangements were made for the pelican to be taken to
Sea World in San Diego. Soon after, Sea World was able to release the pelican back

into the wild.

In Phoenix, a young mountain lion, also known as a cougar, was rescued by the Arizona
Game & Fish Department from a residence where she was kept. She had been
obtained illegally and was being used to train hounds how to “sniff out” cougars which
would be hunted. Keepers of the Wild was notified and asked to take this cougar, which

it has done.

A fantastic group of people from Team Depot came out to assist in the construction of
our indoor/outdoor bird aviary. Team Depot is a group of volunteers from Home Depot
that donate their time and services to projects around their community. They did a

wonderful job and we would like to thank them for their generosity and support!



Reptiles: Including an African-spurred tortoise,
Russian tortoise and Leopard tortoises.
There are also pythons, boa constrictors,

uromastyx, and iguanas.

Large/small cats: Including cougars,
jaguar, leopards, lions, tigers and
tigresses, bobcats, lynx and an African

serval.

Wolves/Hybrids/Primates: Including grey
wolves, wolf-dog hybrids, a baboon,

capuchin monkeys, and macaque monkeys.



Hoof stock: Including cows, fallow deer,

Ilama, goats and a donkey.

Birds: Including macaws, African
greys, parrots, ravens, sun conures,
cockatoos, duck, emus and ostriches,

and a rooster.

Other: Including raccoons, coatimundis,

and pot-bellied pigs.
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KOTW is continuing plans to increase its capacity building by:

>
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Providing additional habitat/food distribution systems for animals, reptiles and
birds.

Expand and improve access to trails.

Increase the number of outdoor and indoor educational exhibits.

Expand the range of educational materials provided to schoolchildren.
Improve landscaping.

Expand and improve the quarantine area for animals.

Provide enrichment programs for animals.

Equip KOTW with a full veterinarian medical facility.

Financial Report

The 2008 financial report is a separate document.

10



